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The Future. This is a concept that rarely fazes the sci-fi/fantasy fan -- reading » Get daily posts by e-mail

adventurers who consider each everywhere and all of always in the space-time
continuum their home. We were reading about rocket ships and touch screen

technology before they were a gleam in scientists' microscope-ringed eyes. We've
defeated mystical armies, we've befriended wizards, and we've seen legendary
people perform anachronistic feats that would blow an historian's date-riddled mind.

So, yeah... in that context, what's the big deal about the next few measly months?
Well, books, of course! We may have to accept that jet packs could hit shelves

before we turn the last page in A Song of Ice and Fire. (No pressure, Mr. Martin. We
know the time's being put to excellent use.) However, while I'm thoroughly enjoying my current reading (Red
Rising by Pierce Brown and The Emperor's Blades by Brian Staveley), there are tons of amazing science fiction,
fantasy, and horror books on the horizon. Here are six that make me wish I had a Tardis of my own.
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Annihilation by Jeff VanderMeer (FSG, February 2014)

An anthropologist, a biologist, a pychologist, and a surveyor walk into a
mysterious place called Area X. No jokes to be made here. This short
(less than 200 pages) tale begins a trilogy with potent description and
edge-of-your-seat suspense. I hate to make lazy TV/film analogies, but it
won't be the last time you see this book compared to "Lost" and
possibly even Alien. I'll admit I've started reading this one already and
I'm grateful that my wait won't be long to keep going. Subsequent
volumes Authority and Acceptance publish in June and September
respectively.

The Barrow by Mark Smylie (Pyr, March 2014)

In this debut novel, Mark Smylie gives the world he created in his
"Artesia" comic books, a new life. We start with a band of dangerously
endearing rogues, a magical map, and a dangerous search for a wizard's
sword. My sense of adventure is at the ready. Bring on the emotional
manipulation and unabashed violence. I'm ready for an epic quest!

The Detainee by Peter Liney (Jo Fletcher Books, March
2014)

Admittedly, I've developed a bad attitude toward dystopian stories
lately. So it's quite meaningful that one of the books I'm most looking
forward to this year will find me begging for "punishment satellites" to
protect me on a shanty-laden island where mainland residents ship their
garbage. And since a massive economic collapse, "garbage" includes the
weakest members of society -- like "Big Guy" Clancy, former muscle for a
crime boss.

Afterparty by Daryl Gregory (TOR, April 2014)

Before the first chapter even begins, there's religion, drugs, and suicide -
- all presented in a crisp, engaging writing style that itself threatens to
be addictive. Set in the near-future in a world in which smart drug
recipes are opensourced, one church uses dependency on their
sacrament, a mind-altering narcotic called "Numinous," to keep followers
in line. One of the drug's creators tries to undo the damage. I'm so
hooked!
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My Real Children by Jo Walton (TOR, May 2014)

This isn't the kind of story I typical gravitate toward, but there's
something subtly compelling to me about the setup here. One woman
with dementia, two possible realities creating a fork in her life's path just
after college. The overlap and divergence intrigue me: in one she's
married to a man and they have four children; in the other she's married
to a woman with three children. Which, if either, is real?

The Girl With All the Gifts by M.R. Carey (Orbit, June 2014)

Ten-year-old Melanie is surrounded by mysteries, and I know just
enough to know that explaining too much will result in spoilers. So,
though I tread lightly, let it be known that I am chomping at the bit to
truly dig into this story. Here's what I'll share: Melanie sleeps in a cell.
She is under strict military protection, just like the rest of the kids in her
class. Her favorite teacher seems to know something her students don't
know about themselves, and she's emotionally attached to Melanie in a
way that could be extremely dangerous for them both.

M.R. CAREY
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Barb on February 14, 2014 at 11:12 AM

I agree with Brad. Way over priced for the length and first novels. What happened to the novels that used to be
over 500 pages for this price? I think Stephen King is one of the only author that gives you a true novel for your
money.

Most new authors turn their books into trilogies instead of taking the time to turn out a true novel. Plus
sometimes you need to wait between two and three years to complete the story.

Iama great grandma! I want the whole story in one book. I do not know if I will be around for some of these
series to end. LOL

Brad on January 29, 2014 at 04:18 AM

The four books I clicked on are all "debut novels", priced between $9 and $12 for Kindle editions, one of which is
only 200 pages. I'm sorry, but that is absurd. Perhaps a better title for this "blog" might be "Over-priced Books
Amazon Wants You to Buy".

Post a comment

If you have a TypeKey or TypePad account, please Sign In.
Name:

Email Address: (Not displayed with comment.)

URL:

r Remember personal info?

Comments:

Preview Post

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

Archives

August 2014
July 2014

June 2014

May 2014

April 2014
March 2014
February 2014
January 2014
December 2013
November 2013

Topics

Amazon asks AuUthor

Interviews sest
Books Best of the
Month Best of the Year

Book Awards Book
Trailers Brave Horse
Sessions Children's Books

Comics & Graphic
Novels cookbooks
Editor's Picks

Entertainment Gardening
Guest Posts History How I
Wrote It Humor Mystery

news Nonfiction

Romance Sara Says
Science Fiction &

Fantasy Women's
Fiction Young Adult

Blogs We Read

Abebooks "Reading Copy"
Bookninja

Bookslut

Critical Mass

GalleyCat

HTMLGIANT

Mark Athitakis’ American
Fiction Notes

Maud Newton

New York Times "Paper
Cuts"

The Book Bench: The New
Yorker

The Elegant Variation
The Guardian Books Blog
The Literary Saloon

The Millions

The Paris Review

The Rumpus

The Second Pass

MP3 Author
Interviews

Jonathan Franzen
Lisa Birnbach
Gary Shteyngart
Tom Bissell
Geoff Johns
David Hirshey
Peter Hessler
Rebecca Skloot
Hank Paulson
Joshua Ferris
Matt and Ted Lee

David Chang and Peter
Meehan

William Kamkwamba
Lorrie Moore
Tracy Kidder


http://www.amazon.com/My-Real-Children-Jo-Walton/dp/0765332655/ref=blogs_omni_link_1-8-RR-SFFH2014
http://www.amazon.com/My-Real-Children-Jo-Walton/dp/0765332655/ref=blogs_omni_link_1-8-RR-SFFH2014
http://www.amazon.com/The-Girl-Gifts-M-R-Carey/dp/0316278157/ref=blogs_omni_link_1-8-RR-SFFH2014
http://www.amazon.com/The-Girl-Gifts-M-R-Carey/dp/0316278157/ref=blogs_omni_link_1-8-RR-SFFH2014
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/01/sara-says-all-i-want-for-new-years.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2013/12/ya-wednesday-books-i-cant-wait-to-read-in-2014.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/editors_picks/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/science_fiction/
http://technorati.com/search/http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/01/geeking-out-sci-fi-fantasy-and-horror-in-2014.html
mailto:?subject=Check out Geeking Out: Sci-Fi, Fantasy, and Horror in 2014&body=Go to http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/01/geeking-out-sci-fi-fantasy-and-horror-in-2014.html
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/01/geeking-out-sci-fi-fantasy-and-horror-in-2014.html&title=Geeking Out: Sci-Fi, Fantasy, and Horror in 2014
http://www.mixx.com/submit?page_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omnivoracious.com%2F2014%2F01%2Fgeeking-out-sci-fi-fantasy-and-horror-in-2014.html
http://www.digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omnivoracious.com%2F2014%2F01%2Fgeeking-out-sci-fi-fantasy-and-horror-in-2014.html&title=Geeking Out%3A Sci-Fi%2C Fantasy%2C and Horror in 2014&bodytext=The Future. This is a concept that rarely fazes the sci-fi%2Ffantasy fan -- reading adventurers who consider each everywhere and all of always in the space-time continuum their home. We were reading about rocket ships and touch screen technology before...
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omnivoracious.com%2F2014%2F01%2Fgeeking-out-sci-fi-fantasy-and-horror-in-2014.html&title=Geeking Out%3A Sci-Fi%2C Fantasy%2C and Horror in 2014
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/01/geeking-out-sci-fi-fantasy-and-horror-in-2014/comments/atom.xml
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/01/geeking-out-sci-fi-fantasy-and-horror-in-2014/comments/atom.xml
https://www.typekey.com/t/typekey/login?v=1.0&t=331c0ba864267e3c9a22995f51989cdbabf78790&lang=en_US&_return=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.omnivoracious.com%2F2014%2F01%2Fgeeking-out-sci-fi-fantasy-and-horror-in-2014.html&_portal=typepad
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/08/you-said-it-customer-reviews-of-amazons-best-books-of-the-month.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/08/colum-mccann-qa-with-vanessa-manko-.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/08/amazon-asks-timothy-hallinan-author-of-herbies-game.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/08/doomsday-books.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/08/rick-riordan-the-weirdest-myth.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/08/ya-wednesday-a-picture-is-worth.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/08/chip-kidd-on-designing-haruki-murakamis-book-cover.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/08/crusty-pandy-art-modern-taxidermy.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/08/how-i-wrote-it-karen-abbott-on-liar-temptress-soldier-spy.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/08/matthew-thomas-is-going-carry-weight.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/08/ya-wednesday-talking-to-chris-weitz-and-jennifer-smith.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/08/macgyver-your-food.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/08/what-we-see-when-we-read.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/archives.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/08/index.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/07/index.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/06/index.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/05/index.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/04/index.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/03/index.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/02/index.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2014/01/index.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2013/12/index.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2013/11/index.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/amazon-asks/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/author_interview/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/best-books/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/best-of-the-month/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/best-of-the-year/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/book_awards/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/book-trailers/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/brave-horse-sessions/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/childrens-books/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/comics/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/cookbooks/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/editors_picks/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/entertainment/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/gardening/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/guest-posts/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/history/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/how-i-wrote-it/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/humor/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/mystery/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/news/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/nonfiction/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/romance/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/sara-says/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/science_fiction/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/womens-fiction/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/young-adult/
http://www.abebooks.com/blog/
http://www.bookninja.com/
http://www.bookslut.com/blog/
http://bookcriticscircle.blogspot.com/ 
http://www.mediabistro.com/galleycat/
http://htmlgiant.com/
http://americanfiction.wordpress.com/
http://www.maudnewton.com/blog/
http://papercuts.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/books/?xrail
http://marksarvas.blogs.com/elegvar/
http://blogs.guardian.co.uk/books/
http://www.complete-review.com/saloon/
http://themillionsblog.com
http://blog.theparisreview.org/
http://therumpus.net/
http://thesecondpass.com/
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2010/09/oprahs-book-club-jonathan-franzen-interview.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2010/09/true-prep-lisa-birnbach-interview.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2010/08/apparat-chic-talking-with-gary-shteyngart.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2010/07/questions-for-tom-bissell.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2010/07/graphic-novel-friday-blackest-night-the-geoff-johns-interview.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2010/05/countdown-to-south-africa-talking-world-cup-with-david-hirshey.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2010/03/omni-podcast-peter-hessler-on-country-driving.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2010/02/omni-daily-crush-immortal-life-henrietta-lacks-podcast-rebecca-skloot.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2010/02/questions-for-hank-paulson.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2010/01/omni-daily-crush-the-unnamed-and-omnivoracious-podcast-with-joshua-ferris.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2009/11/matt-lee-ted-lee-lee-bros-interview.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2009/10/momofuku-david-chang-peter-meehan-interview.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2009/10/qa-kamkwamba-mealer.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2009/09/best-of-september-and-omni-podcast-lorrie-moore-a-gate-at-the-stairs.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/2009/09/best-of-september-and-omni-podcast-tracy-kidder-strength-in-what-remains.html

© 2012-2013, Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

Doris Kearns Goodwin
Augusten Burroughs
Mario Batali

Richard Price

Steve Coll

The AmazonBlogs logo, Omnivoracious and Hungry For The Next Good Book are trademarks of Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates.

Privacy Policy | Terms of Use


http://www.omnivoracious.com/2009/01/doris-kearns-goodwin-on-lincoln-and-obama.html
http://www.amazon.com/gp/blog/post/PLNK3LZQLCF1ARLL5
http://www.amazon.com/gp/blog/post/PLNK39FCYXJCN2ZM4
http://www.amazon.com/gp/blog/post/PLNK2SQN2FQKC81HY
http://www.amazon.com/gp/blog/post/PLNK3AVLT66N37K5C
http://www.omnivoracious.com/privacy-policy.html
http://www.omnivoracious.com/conditions-of-use.html

