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Though most know her as "The Grand Dame of the Dish" or “Doyenne of Dish,” and an iconic and
unparalleled gossip columnist since the 1970s, to the American Kennel Club (AKC), Liz Smith was
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quite simply a friend. Smith died of natural causes in her home in New York City on Sunday. She was l

Smith's personal and professional focus may have been on celebrity humans, but she always seemed DCEHTiu-IgI gﬁgE
to have a natural affection for dogs. 2017 AKC™ National W o &
Championship )’ \};
As seenin this 2017 New York Time article, she was photographed in 1991 with her then-partner proy S—
Iris and her dog -- a delightful Dachshund. Smith is seen wearing a T-shirt that reads "Wag if you love ROYAL CANIN LEARN WORE
our troops."
Recommended for You

As the 2009 Gawker article “The Fabulous Life of Liz Smith” phrased it, “She loves pets, possibly
more than she loves people!”
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Her kind mentions of the AKC in her columns over the years were always appreciated; but our most
precious memory is the generous time she donated in 2002, when the AKC hosted an auction at —
Sotheby's as part of the public art initiative DOGNY, America's Tribute to Search and Rescue Dogs.

"Liz was a celebrated New Yorker, a genuine dog-lover, and a true friend to the AKC," said American
Kennel Club CEO Dennis Sprung. "She was always willing to help us in our work and frequently
attended dog shows. We will miss her warmth, her intelligence, her worldliness and her unwavering
devotion to purebred dogs."
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DOGNY AT SOTHEBY’S: HAVE DOGS, WILL GAVEL

he AKC's DOGNY public-art program culminated graphed by the 2002 New York Yankees.
on December |6 at Sotheby’s New York with an An ongoing online DOGNY sale, facilitated by eBay,
auction raising $105,000 for America's K-9 search-and- has raised more than $58,000 as of this writing. A high-
rescue teams. light of the Internet auction was a sculpture painted by
The big-ticket lot was America’s Pastime, going for Mary Fragapane, sponsored by the AKC's David Frei, and
$25,000. Robert Braun's pinstriped sculpture is auto- signed by the cast of Friends (see photo below). +

S Left: DOGNY exhibits
ringed Sotheby’s

gallery for bidders’
’,‘? , ' inspection.
. /i A, * Right: The gala

evening was emceed by
gossip columnist and
Dachshund fancier Liz
Smith, seen here with
auctioneer Ben Doller.
Smith’s snappy patter
delighted the SRO
crowd, while Doller set
| a sprightly pace for
| the bidding. Every
| DOGNY lot up for
"~ auction was sold.

Above: Members of FONY Engine
Co. 58. The sculpture exhibited
at the firehouse last summer
was bought for the company by
Beverly and Rodger Rohde Sr
(behind dog). Also seen are Liz
Smith and the sculpture’s

- painter, Nicholas Vito Macchio.
. Left: Dominique DeVito of TFH,
publisher of the DOGNY coffee-
table book.

Bottom, left to to right: From the cast of Friends, Courteney Cox and
Matt LeBlanc; Iris Love, Liz Smith, America’s Pastime buyer Amy Kiel,
and Jane Hobson; Roger Rechler and Dennis Sprung with New York's
Valor, by Charles Fazzino; Honi Reisman and her Dachsie, Roxie.
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Lookout 1 Dog Car Seat Wool & Shearling Plaid | Herd You - T-Shirt
Dog Jacket Lightweight Blend
$ 69.95 $ 60.00 $ 28.00

Did you find this useful?
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DOES YOUR DOG HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO BE A
THERAPY DOG?

My dog is great with people, | want her to be a therapy dog. Where
: - - A do | start? If you have asked this question then this e-book is for
¢ S ~d you. Download to learn more about Animal Assisted Therapy and
»&}5 & how to get started.
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